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The President’s Message
What a Year! Actually, What a 150 Years!
As this year winds down, I think it's fair to assert that Moya Library-Ross Historical Society enjoyed a
banner year of accomplishments. This result is attributable to the efforts of our Trustees, Docents, members
and volunteers.
Probably the most telling hallmark of this success during 2014 is an intangible one: the growing
recognition, reputation and appreciation of the efforts by Moya-RHS to mirror its mission statement goals.
The year2014 marked the 150th anniversary (sesquicentennial) of the construction of our iconic landmark,
the Octagon House. The Trustees sponsored a well-received, informative talk by a local architect on the
history of octagon houses in the United States, including, of course, our beloved structure nestled in Art &
Garden Center. The birthday was also observed by an open house conducted side by side with the annual
Ross Town Dinner as well as the adoption of a commemorative resolution by the Ross Town Council.
The Trustees also instituted a popular Newsletter this year (this is the third) under the editorial leadership
of Trustee Bob Battersby. The Newsletter will hopefully become a regular feature so that we can chronicle
Ross history, both on a serious note as well as a light-hearted slant, detailing, for example, the lives of early
Ross pioneering families. In this issue Trustee Fran Cappelletti documents the little-known but prominent role
played by the Wayman family.
Moya-RHS also concluded a stellar series of First Friday programs under the aegis of Trustee Richard
Torney. Topics ranged from the treasure trove of early Bay Area photographs of the Moulin ancestors, the
history of Marin County Fair (which was held until 197? on the MAGC grounds) and an illustrated book review
on the Hawaiian monarchy downfall by its Ross author. Richard has already lined up next year's First Friday
events, including another illustrated book review by author Mike Casey on his great grandfather Henry Bothin.
Also in 2014 Trustee Gary Scales reached out to the Roiss School staff to acquaint students with the
background and accomplishments of our namesake, Jose Moya del Pino. Gary has also tracked down
valuable historical materials on the Kittle family who resided on the grounds of MAGC. This research will be
made available as part of our mission.
Trustee Ruth Barton successfully took charge of our two major luncheons, and Trustee Debbie Murray
hosted a special luncheon for friends of the Moulin family.
Under Fran's initiative, the Board authorized two guided tours of Coit Tower, where murals of Moya as well
as other prominent artists have recently been opened up to the public. We hope that this will become an
annual tradition.
***
On behalf of our Board, we invite you to visit the grounds of MAGC and take in the festive lighting,
including a quaint candle-lit wreath in one of the upper windows at the Octagon House. And, we hope, that
you readers will remember Moya-RHS in year-end giving and contribute generously so that past year's
activities can be continued and indeed be expanded upon.
Happy Holidays! Ed Wynne, President, Moya Library-Ross Historical Society
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Historical Resources, Ross Regulations, and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Moya Library-Ross Historical Society often fields inquiries from the public as to the current rules and
regulations governing historicRoss structures, primarily single-family homes. We have turned to Elise
Semonian, Town of Ross Planning Director, for a summary of the current governing historic structure law and
the applicable background. Here's her reply:
The Town of Ross regulates demolition of structures and conducts design review to “preserve buildings
and areas with historic or aesthetic value.” In addition to Town regulations, any project subject to discretionary
review must follow provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). CEQA considers a project
that may cause a “substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource” a project that may
have a significant effect on the environment.
The Town does not yet have any local register of historic resources or historical resource survey. During
design review, if a structure is over 50 years old and potentially historic, the Town retains an architectural
historian (at the applicant’s expense) to research the history of the site, prior owners, its architecture, and
whether the structure may be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historical Places or the California
Register of Historical Resources. There are differences in the criteria for listing a structure in the Federal and state
registers but, “a structure in Ross will most likely be historic because it “embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type,
period,
or
method
of
construction or represents the work of a
master, or possesses high artistic a structure in Ross will most
values.” Even if a structure does not
qualify for listing (and most
structures in Ross usually do not rise
to this level), the Town Council has likely be historic because it
discretion to voluntarily treat a
structure as historically significant. “embodies the distinctive char- The Town Council must have
“substantial evidence” to support acteristics of a type, period, or this conclusion.

method of construction or repre-

Historic designation does not sents the work of a master, or
become an issue unless the owner
proposes a project subject to
Council review and the project will
modify features that make the possesses high artistic values.” structure historic. Demolition of a
historic structure is considered a
“significant impact” under CEQA and
an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) would be required. If an owner
proposes to restore and preserve a potentially historic structure in compliance with the Secretary of Interior’s
Standards and Guidelines for the Treatment of Historic Property, the project can be considered exempt from
CEQA. These types of preservation projects are usually supported by staff. The Standards are intended to
promote conservation, restoration, and respectful changes and alterations to structures. The Standards focus
on preservation of the materials, features and finishes that give a property historic character.
The Ross General Plan 2007-2025 includes an action plan to conduct a study to identify historic resources
and identify potential districts and significant properties that may be eligible for listing, or which may have local
significance or distinction. The General Plan recommends adoption of guidelines, regulations and requirements
to protect historic resources, including buildings, accessory structures, kiosks, gates, bridges, etc. Staff has
conducted a preliminary evaluation of 900 Ross sites and determined that 22 structures may be historic and
350 structures should be investigated further. This action plan is not yet funded by Council.
For more information:
California Office of Historic Preservation http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/
Federal standards and guidelines for treatment of historic structures http://www.nps.gov/tps/standards.htm
The Moya Library/Ross Historical Society would like to thank Elise Semonian of the Town of Ross Planning
Department for providing a clear understanding of the Historical Resources, Ross Regulations, and the
California Environmental Quality Act
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Ross—The Early (Good Old) Days
back and forth in my helplessness and
painful anxiety for the safety of my
wife and daughter who were tardy in
following me, I was determined to reenter the house and save them or
share their fate just as they appeared
at the window. We descended to the
ground by means of a frail trellis,
which we momentarily expected
would be crushed by our weight. In the
meantime, the fire had enveloped the
upper stories and had our escape been
delayed a few minutes longer we most
certainly would have perished. As it
was, we suffered severe burns and my
hair and eyebrows were singed. Five
minutes later the house was a raging
furnace. The flames rose to a great
June 28, 1891. The San Francisco
height and swept through the tall pine
Chronicle reported, “A fire started in
trees destroying everything they
Ross Station, those near Lagunitas, the reached.”
Kent property, covering 12,000 acres.
Prior to the incorporation of Ross in
It destroyed immense quantities of
1908, fire protection was slim to nontimber, miles of fences, and many
existent. It would consist mainly of
acres of pasture. “
neighbors with buckets drawing water
September 25, 1899. A fire in Bill
from a nearby well or creek and
Williams Gulch was controlled by men tossing the water on the fire. After
who "surrounded the burning area
the incorporation of the Town of Ross,
and felled trees to check the flames.” Sam Murray was named as the first
Fire Chief and even then, he had to
On Sunday, March 14, 1897, the
rely on un-paid volunteers to fight the
Edward Bosqui home burned to the
fires albeit now with the buckets being
ground. These are his words.
replaced by hoses and the water being
“In the afternoon, while reading in the pumped by hand.
southwest room of our home in Ross
As the town grew, the need for a
Valley I noticed thin reeves of smoke
reliable water supply system grew
arising from beneath the veranda.
along with it. The Marin Water and
Hastily entering the hall, I felt heated
Power Company built a gravity
air on my face and realized that the
pipeline from Lake Lagunitas through
house was on fire. Looking toward the
a 12” pipe to Phoenix Gulch Lake with
stairway, I saw smoke and the light of
a capacity of 5,000,000 gallons. The
flames. I shouted to my wife and
water was then distributed through 6”
daughter Laurel to hasten out of the
and 4” mains to 24 double and 18
house. Taking in my arms my two-year
single Greenberg hydrants placed
old granddaughter Helen Spinny who
strategically throughout the town.
stood by the side of her terrified
The water pressure at the hydrants
grandmother, I got out on the roof of
was from 48 to 90 pounds depending
the veranda. Smoke was now issuing
on the locality.
from the doors and windows. Rushing
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By 1910, one paid engineer named J.
A. Green and 40 volunteer firefighters
drawn from the community staffed
the Fire Department. Mr. Green lived
in the central fire station located near
the intersection of Lagunitas Road and
Wordsworth Avenue (now Shady
Lane). There were two auxiliary
stations: one located on Glenwood
Avenue near Fern Hill and another out
on Laurel Grove. Each auxiliary station
had a hose cart with an additional 200’
of 1½” hose.
With prudence aforethought, the Ross
founding fathers were one of the first
Marin County communities to invest in
mechanized fire equipment. The first
Ross fire station housed a chemical
and hose engine equipped with
double 40-gallon chemical tanks and
1200’ of 2½” and another 200’ of 1½”
hose.
As well equipped as they were for the
times, homes in the outlying districts
further than 1600’ from the closest
hydrant still could not be serviced by
the Fire Department; many were just
left to burn. For fire alarms, there
were 19 Fire Alarm boxes spaced
throughout the town and another 17
alarms in private homes. However, all
the alarm boxes were able to do was
to warn other residents that a fire was
in progress. The volunteer “fire boys”
still had to get to the site and do what
they could. Even though, cautious as
the residents may be, fires did occur
with some regularity. The one thing
that showed the resiliency and
persistence of the early settlers was
that they usually rebuilt and in many
cases expanded when they did.
This is an excerpt from ‘Ross,
California, The People, The Places, The
History. Published in 2008 by the
Moya Library/Ross Historical Society
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Life in Early Ross
By Gary Scales

During the early 1900s, Frederick and Lucia Sherman
spent summers with their grandparents, Jonathan and
Harriette Kittle at Sunnyside, their family estate, which
now is the Marin Art & Garden Center. At one time
the Kittle family owned over ninety acres surrounding
the home. Their childhood reminiscences given over
fifty years later provide us with a unique perspective
of life in Ross during that earlier era.
Both Frederick and Lucia spoke of the gardens.
Frederick says, "(There) was an extensive orchard,
which contained apples, pears, fig, peaches, apricots
and cherries. It was a storehouse of goodies for me
because I was permitted to pick and eat anything that
I wished.”
Lucia remembers: “There also was a very good
vegetable garden, across where the Walters lived. I
loved the vegetables and I’d go over and we used
Indian baskets for everything and I’d pick tomatoes,
which were nice, and warm in the sun and just eat
them... We all lived on the vegetables that were on
the place there. And I remember shelling peas and
stringing beans sitting on the front steps of that little
house with Mrs. Walters. And she taught me how to
knit and crochet and I suppose she taught me
manners too, maybe.”
Frederick tells more: “I should say that Sunnyside
was practically self-supporting from the standpoint of
food. I remember the wonderful corn that came fresh
from the garden to the table, never more than three
hours after it had been picked.”
“Up Laurel Grove on the left-hand side, was a second
barn (added by the Kittles) where the cows were kept
that supplied the milk and cream for the household. I
often watched the milking and then bringing the milk
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down to be poured into wide basins so the cream
could be taken from the top.
“There were some pigs which must have consumed
the leavings from the household table. The
household depended on the outside purchase of
eggs, meat and fish. Aside from that it was
completely self-supporting. If the family had been
vegetarians, nothing would have been needed that
was not grown or produced on the place.”
When he was older Frederick compares living at
Sunnyside as similar to the English traditions seen on
the television presentations of “Upstairs, Downstairs”
and more recently, “Downton Abbey.”
"At large family affairs there were at least forty
people. The waitresses, in their black dresses and
white caps and aprons, moved silently and efficiently
about so that everybody’s plate and/or glass was
always filled.
“Naturally, as was indeed the case at Sunnyside
every evening, all the ladies were dressed in evening
gowns and all the men (including myself when I
reached sixteen years old) were dressed in tuxedos.
There was no informal clothing in those days; I do not
think I ever saw pair of blue jeans in Ross.
“As I look back to my memories as a little boy in Ross
I suppose the three characteristics which come to my
mind most vividly are: beauty, peace, and order.
“Of course it all seemed very beautiful to me, a city
boy - the great trees, the smooth lawns and the
beautiful flowers. I remember particularly the lovely
long Shady Lane, and the winding Laurel Grove with
its bays and oaks, and the fragrance of the latter.
“Next came the peace of it all. The only sounds
heard were the clopping of the horses’ hooves, the
crunch of wheels on the graveled roads and the
rustling of the wind in the leaves. No automobile
marred this peace while I was a little boy. I could ride
my bicycle or my sister’s small horse without fear.
“Lastly I think of order. There were gardeners to keep
the grounds in order. There were servants to keep
the house in order and to see that all your needs were
promptly and quietly met. The ladies at home
managed everything in a smooth, orderly manner,
and the gentlemen, who went every day to the hurlyburly of business life in San Francisco, returned in the
evening to find everything comfortable and restful.”
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Remembering the Waymans
By Fran Cappelletti
In mid-September,
this year, the old
arbor at the
entrance to Ross
Common was
removed. It was in
a state of
disrepair, there
was no question
that it had to go.
Attached to the
arbor was a
plaque honoring
Rose and Willard
Wayman. The reason for this honor was a
mystery. Perhaps for that deteriorated arbor? Or
something much more.
In fact there was a local effort in 1965 to
improve the Town Common. Early on, the town
received a letter from Mrs. Wayman,
enthusiastically supporting the cause and
donating 300 shares of Standard Oil of California,
today’s Chevron, worth nearly $21,000 at the
time. This would easily surpass 100,000 of today's
dollars. Many local families, merchants and
organizations also contributed to the cause, but
there is no doubt that the early and significant
involvement of Mrs. Wayman inspired others to
act.
Local histories do not mention the Waymans,
but they led an active and productive life in the
Bay Area for decades. Willard worked in the
insurance industry in San Francisco from the
1890's to the 1940's. This was an important time
for San Francisco as the city grew, suffered the
great earthquake and fires of 1906 and rose
again. He also spent time in Marin County, living
at least part of the time in Belvedere, where he
was involved in the famous Nights in Venice
celebrations of 1894 and 1895. He was one of
many who signed the 1896 petition to incorporate
that community. That same year he married
Rosette Faull, a native San Franciscan. She
attended Mills College, graduating in 1893.
Despite intentions to stay in Belvedere, the
Waymans were living in San Francisco by 1897.
Yet their brief stay in Marin County must have left
a positive impression as they would return for a
very long time.

By 1912 the Waymans lived in Ross at 38
Fernhill, across from today’s Branson School.
After Willard passed away in 1954, Rose
continued to live in Ross until the mid-1960's
before moving to San Francisco. One of her most
significant contributions was to leave her house
and property to The Branson School. At the time,
Branson was in great need, and the sale of the
property did much to maintain and improve the
school. With just a few owners since that time, the
house and grounds recently sold for several
million dollars.
Even in their early years, they made many
contributions to the community. In 1915, Willard
served on the Board of Directors of the Marin
County Humane Society. They were close friends
with Ethel Tompkins, the founder. He later served
on the Ross Town Council in the 1940’s, dealing
with issues from problematic bus stops to World
War II civil defense preparations. Rose was active
in many charitable activities. She was president of
the Pioneer Kindergarten Society in 1913,
volunteered at a fund raiser for the Marin County
Red Cross in 1917, and hosted a benefit for St.
Johns Church in 1920. She served on the Mills
College Board of Trustees from 1927 through
1933, making significant contributions to the Art
Museum and building funds. She and many of her
close relatives attended and served Mills with
distinction.
After Willard’s death, Rose donated a
treasured ball gown worn by his grandmother,
Margaret Ormsby Wayman, to the Nevada State
Museum. The Ormsby and Wayman families
played important roles as settlers in early Nevada,
with timely investments in real estate and mining
interests in and around the Comstock Lode. To
this day, the gown is considered one of finest
surviving specimens of 1860's clothing, a
priceless artifact.
Despite all their contributions, the one thing
they did not leave was children, so no direct
descendants remain. What does remain is a
plaque without a home. Perhaps it can return to
the Common to honor their lasting contributions to
Ross and the Bay Area.

Continued on Page 8
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Special thanks go to several people
who provided assistance and information
for this story. Elise Semonian, Senior
Planner, Town of Ross; Carol Anderson,
Mills College Office of Alumnae Relations;
Dennis Shannon, The Branson School;
Jan Loverin, Marjorie Russell Clothing
and Textile Research Center, Nevada
State Museum; and Doris Hong, longtime
resident of Ross. I also want to
acknowledge the wonderful California
Digital Newspaper Collection, Center for
Bibliographic Studies and Research,
University of California, Riverside,
http://cdnc.ucr.edu>.
Fran Cappelletti

Docenting
We are always happy for interested
people to become RHS/MOYA docents. It
requires a commitment of 3 to 4 hours a
month (except December
through February) to be present for
greeting people who visit the MOYA
Library. Please call Ann Sorgen at 415
461-2356.
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